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Introduction 

WildWings’ first mammal and bird tour to Sri Lanka was very successful.  37 species 
of mammals were seen with four species of cat, Leopard, Jungle Cat, Rusty-
spotted and Fishing Cat, both Grey and Red Slender Loris, all four species of 
mongoose, and all three species of civet.  

On the bird front we saw 153 species with highlights including Brown Wood Owl, 
Brown Fish Owl, Spot-billed Pelican, and number of the Sri Lankan endemics. 

Sri Lanka is a very friendly country with great fresh food and a good hotel 
infrastructure. We undertook a number of jeep safaris during both day and night.  
These proved very effective and enjoyable.    

I would like to thank all the group for their good company throughout the trip and 
for the companies that accompany this report.  In particular thanks to Mukesh 
Hirdaramani for his guiding and knowledge of Sri Lankan history and avifauna.  

Nigel Goodgame 

21st March 2019 

Daily Summaries 

5th / 6th March 

Nigel, Ewan and Sheila arrived in Sri Lanka at midday on a direct flight from 
Heathrow. After a pleasing easy immigration process we quickly met up with our 
local guide, Mukesh, loaded up the luggage and drove to our first hotel where we 
meet up with Derek and Helen, who had arrived in Sri Lanka a couple of days 
earlier.  After a quick rest, we had an early dinner and drove the short distance to 
Kanneliya Rainforest for the first of many spotlighting sessions.  This spotlighting 
session was on foot on a wide jeep track. It was a bit slow at first but after couple 
of poor views of Red Slender Loris one proved more obliging and we had excellent 
and prolonged views of this small and bizarre looking endemic primate.  We arrived 
back at our hotel at 22:30 for well-deserved rest very happy with our first target 
mammal under the belt. 



Red Slender Loris – photo Nigel 

7th March  

The day began with a leisurely breakfast with Purple-faced Langur and Common 
Palm Squirrel in the hotel garden. We departed around 08.30 to drive to our next 
destination Udawalawe National Park.  On the way to the park, Indian Brown 
Mongoose showed well and was photographed. On route we stopped a couple of 
times to birdwatch. 

After checking into our hotel and having lunch we headed off to Udawalawe NP for 
an afternoon game drive.  Our 3-hour drive produced our first encounter with Asian 
Elephants and a couple of Ruddy Mongoose showing very well for about a minute. 
We also had our first Tufted Grey Langur and Indian Hares.   

After dinner we went on a 3-hour jeep safari spotlighting which produced White-
spotted Chevrotain, Golden Jackals, Indian Hares and a few birds including 
Eastern Barn Owl, Jerdon’s Nightjar and Great Stone-curlews. 

Golden Jackal – photo Nigel Goodgame India Nightjar – photo Sheila Wright 



After a leisurely breakfast we transferred to our next hotel.  On route we stopped 
at a very impressive Indian Flying Fox colony containing around 5000 bats.  After 
lunch at the hotel we went to Lunugamvehera National Park for a 3-hour game 
drive.  We had Indian Grey and Ruddy Mongoose, with good numbers of Chital 
(Spotted Deer), our first Toque Macaques, along with Tufted Grey Langurs, 
Golden Jackals, Asian Elephants and a brief view of a male Leopard. 

Chital – photo Nigel Goodgame Peacock – photo Nigel Goodgame 

8th March 
After dinner we undertook a long 6-hour night drive, which turned out to be very 
good!  After another slow start we found our first Small Indian Civet and then the 
mammal sightings came thick and fast with Chital, Indian Gerbils, White-spotted 
Chevrotains, Wild Boar, Indian Crested Porcupine, and Rusty-spotted Cat 
although the latter was sadly not seen by all of us.  Just before 02:00 Ewan spotted 
something run across the road, so we raced up the road to find a superb Fishing 
Cat just off the side of the road. We had prolonged views of what appeared to be a 
male, judging by its size, as it walked slowly across a freshly cut rice field. We 
then moved slowly around to the other end of the same field to find another 
Fishing Cat, this time a female sitting and staring straight at us.  We watched the 
cats for around 20 minutes in total. It was a very enjoyable experience and we 
returned to the hotel very satisfied with the results of our night’s exertions.   

9th March 
After the previous long spotlighting sessions, we decided to have another leisurely 
morning. Once again after lunch we headed out for a 3-hour game drive where we 
saw Asian Buffalo wallowing in the mud, along with a vast array of birds.   

After dinner we went on another night spotlighting session but as we already 
appreciated the only thing predictable about spotlighting mammals is its 
unpredictability and apart from excellent views of White-spotted Chevrotain along 
with Indian Hare and Indian Gerbil it was a quiet night. 



Chestnut-headed Bee-eater – photo Shelia Wright Green Bee-eater – photo Nigel 
Goodgame 

10th March Our first early morning start saw us out on a final jeep ride in 
Lunugamvehara National Park.  It started well with excellent views of the highly 
underrated Stripe-necked Mongoose and Indian Giant Squirrel alongside more 
regular species such as Chital and Asian Elephants.   

Stripe-necked Mongoose – photo Shelia Wright 

After the 3-hour drive we headed back for a late breakfast, packed our bags and 
drove on to our next location Nuwara Eliya arriving in plenty of time for our 
afternoon activities. We checked into the hotel before driving the short distance to 
Hakgala Botanical Gardens. This is a great location for Purple-faced Langur and it 
was not long before we found a couple of troops close by.  This location holds array 
of endemic birds such as Yellow-eared Bulbul, Square-tailed Bulbul, Cinereous Tit 
and Dull-blue Flycatcher.  We had a spare hour, so we decided to drive into Nuwara 
Eliya fruit market to look for House (Black) Rat.  We were not disappointed and 



after a few minutes, we spotted a few running through the undergrowth.  This was 
a lifer for Ewan! 

Purple-faced Monkey – photo Nigel 

11th March 

After breakfast we went to Bomuru Ella Sanctuary for Dusky Striped Squirrel but 
unfortunately it did not prove as as productive as we had hoped for. After lunch we 
drove to Kandy and checked in to our hotel and went birding in the excellent 
garden.  This produced a day roost for Brown Fish Owl and just before dark, Indian 
Giant Flying Squirrel which showed very well and was seen flying between the 
trees.  While spotlighting in the hotel grounds we found our first Golden Palm 
Civets, a Sri Lankan endemic, were seen along with Common Palm Civet. 

Common Palm Civet – photo Nigel Small Indian Palm Civet – photo Nigel 



12th March 

After breakfast we drove to Sigiriya, a drive of around three hours. We arrived at 
this beautiful location just before lunch.  After lunch we took a short drive with 
plenty of Toque Macaques and Tufted Grey Langurs along with a few birds.  After 
dinner we went on another 6-hour spotlighting session. Our first stop was for a very 
close Indian Scops Owl. Mammals were well represented with Golden Palm Civet 
Small Indian Civet, Common Palm Civet and Indian Crested Porcupine all being 
seen together with a few very close Russell’s Pit Vipers! 

Tufted Grey Langer - photo Nigel  Ruddy Mongoose – photo Sheila Wright 

13th March 

A lie-in was required after the previous night’s spotlighting session. After lunch we 
went to Minneriya National Park.  This is one of the best sites for Asian Elephants 
and we saw over 40 individuals.  We spent much of the remainder of the afternoon 
birding and the concentration of water birds and waders was very impressive with 
Marsh Sandpipers, Kentish and Lesser Sand Plovers, thousands of Painted Storks, 
Spot-billed Pelicans and Greater Stone-curlew among the highlights. 

After dinner another spotlighting session produced Jungle Cat, Common Palm 
Civet, White-spotted Chevrotain and False Vampire Bat. 

Rufous Horsehoe Bat- photo Mukesh Schneider’s Leaf-nosed Bat – photo Nigel 



After lunch, we went to Pidurangala to look for a few bats at one of the local 
temples.  We found Schneider’s Leaf-nosed Bat, Rufous Horseshoe Bat and 
Cantor’s Roundleaf Bat.  After dinner another spotlighting session rewarded us 
with two new mammals for trip, Yellow-stripped Chevrotain and Lesser Bandicoot 
Rat, along with a number of the more widespread species. 

15th March 

After breakfast we left our accommodation and drove to our next destination 
Nikaweratiya.  After lunch and a quick rest, we took an afternoon walk around the 
local lake looking for birds before returning to the hotel for dinner.  After dinner 
we took the short drive to Anamaduwa to our waiting jeep for our final spotlighting 
session.  An enjoyable and very rewarding session produced good numbers of 
mammals including very good views of Grey Slender Loris, Jungle Cats, White-
spotted Chevrotain, and Common Palm and Small Indian Civets.   

14th March 

Jungle Cat -photo Nigel 

16th March 

After the long spotlighting session the night before we had a lie in and eventually 
met for lunch before driving to our final hotel.  On route we stopped off at the 
bird-rich site of Anawilundawa Wetland.  This site held thousands of birds 
including Pheasant-tailed Jacana, Garganey, cormorants, herons and egrets.  This 
was a relaxing and pleasant end to the trip. 

We then drove to our hotel 10 minutes away from the airport. 

17th March 
We ended the trip with a relaxing breakfast before packing before our midday departure 
to Heathrow.  

www.wildwings.co.uk



6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th 13th 14th 15th 16th
Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis x x
Spot-billed Pelican Pelecanus philippensis x x x x
Little Cormorant Microcarbo niger x x x x x x x x
Indian Cormorant Phalacrocorax fuscicollis x x x x x
Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo x x
Oriental Darter Anhinga melanogaster x x x x x x x
Painted Stork Mycteria leucocephala x x x
Asian Openbill Anastomus oscitans x x x x x
Woolly-necked Stork Ciconia episcopus x x
Black-headed Ibis Threskiornis melanocephalus x x x x x x x
Eurasian Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia x
Black-crowned Night Heron Nycticorax nycticorax x x x x x x
Indian Pond Heron Ardeola grayii x x x x x x x x x x x
Eastern Cattle Egret Bubulcus coromandus x x x x x x x x x x x
Grey Heron Ardea cinerea x x x x x x x x
Purple Heron Ardea purpurea x x x x x x x x
Great Egret Ardea alba x x x x x x x x x
Intermediate Egret Ardea intermedia x x x
Little Egret Egretta garzetta x x x x x x x x x
Lesser Whistling Duck Dendrocygna javanica x x x
Garganey Spatula querquedula x
Western Osprey Pandion haliaetus x
Black-winged Kite Elanus caeruleus x
Crested Honey Buzzard Pernis ptilorhynchus x x x
Crested Serpent Eagle Spilornis cheela x x x
Changeable Hawk-Eagle Nisaetus cirrhatus x x x x
Black Eagle Ictinaetus malaiensis x
Shikra Accipiter badius x x x x
Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus x x x x x x x x x x
White-bellied Sea Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster x x x x x
Grey-headed Fish Eagle Haliaeetus ichthyaetus x x x x x
Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus x
Sri Lanka Junglefowl Gallus lafayettii x
Indian Peafowl Pavo cristatus x x x x x x x x x x
White-breasted Waterhen Amaurornis phoenicurus x x
Grey-headed Swamphen Porphyrio poliocephalus x x x x
Eurasian Coot Fulica atra x
Barred Buttonquail Turnix suscitator x x
Indian Stone-curlew Burhinus indicus x
Great Stone-curlew Esacus recurvirostris x
Black-winged Stilt Himantopus himantopus x x x x x
Yellow-wattled Lapwing Vanellus malabaricus x x
Red-wattled Lapwing Vanellus indicus x x x x x x x
Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva x
Little Ringed Plover Charadrius dubius x x x
Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus x
Lesser Sand Plover Charadrius mongolus x
Pheasant-tailed Jacana Hydrophasianus chirurgus x x x
Little Stint Calidris minuta x
Pin-tailed Snipe Gallinago stenura x x
Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos x x
Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus x x x x
Common Redshank Tringa totanus x x
Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis x x
Wood Sandpiper Tringa glareola x x x x
Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica x x
Whiskered Tern Chlidonias hybrida x x x x x x
Rock Dove Columba livia x x x x
Sri Lanka Wood Pigeon Columba torringtoniae x x
Spotted Dove Spilopelia chinensis x x x x x x x x x x
Common Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica x
Orange-breasted Green Pigeon Treron bicinctus x x
Sri Lanka Green Pigeon Treron pompadora x x x
Green Imperial Pigeon Ducula aenea x x
Layard's Parakeet Psittacula calthrapae x
Alexandrine Parakeet Psittacula eupatria x x x
Rose-ringed Parakeet Psittacula krameri x x x x x x x x x x
Sri Lanka Hanging Parrot Loriculus beryllinus x x
Greater Coucal Centropus sinensis x
Blue-faced Malkoha Phaenicophaeus viridirostris x
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Asian Koel Eudynamys scolopaceus x
Grey-bellied Cuckoo Cacomantis passerinus x
Common Hawk-Cuckoo Hierococcyx varius x x
Eastern Barn Owl Tyto javanica x
Indian Scops Owl Otus bakkamoena x
Brown Fish Owl Ketupa zeylonensis x x x
Brown Wood Owl Strix leptogrammica x
Jerdon's Nightjar Caprimulgus atripennis x x x x
Indian Nightjar Caprimulgus asiaticus x x x
Crested Treeswift Hemiprocne coronata x x
Indian Swiftlet Aerodramus unicolor x
Asian Palm Swift Cypsiurus balasiensis x x x
Little Swift Apus affinis x x x x x
Indian Roller Coracias benghalensis x x x x
Green Bee-eater Merops orientalis x x x x x x x
Blue-tailed Bee-eater Merops philippinus x x x x x
Chestnut-headed Bee-eater Merops leschenaulti x x x
Stork-billed Kingfisher Pelargopsis capensis x
White-throated Kingfisher Halcyon smyrnensis x x x x x x x x x x x
Common Kingfisher Alcedo atthis x x x x x x
Pied Kingfisher Ceryle rudis x x
Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops x x
Malabar Pied Hornbill Anthracoceros coronatus x x x x x
Sri Lanka Grey Hornbill Ocyceros gingalensis x x x
Brown-headed Barbet Psilopogon zeylanicus x x x x x x x x x
Yellow-fronted Barbet Psilopogon flavifrons x x
Crimson-fronted Barbet Psilopogon rubricapillus x x
Coppersmith Barbet Psilopogon haemacephalus x x
Red-backed Flameback Dinopium psarodes x x
Crimson-backed Flameback Chrysocolaptes stricklandi x
Indian Pitta Pitta brachyura x
Sri Lanka Woodshrike Tephrodornis affinis x x x
Large Cuckooshrike Coracina macei x
Small Minivet Pericrocotus cinnamomeus x
Orange Minivet Pericrocotus flammeus x x x
Bar-winged Flycatcher-shrike Hemipus picatus x
Common Iora Aegithina tiphia x
Marshall's Iora Aegithina nigrolutea x x
Jerdon's Bush Lark Mirafra affinis x x x
Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica x x x x x x x x x x x
Sri Lanka Swallow Cecropis hyperythra x x x
Forest Wagtail Dendronanthus indicus x x x
Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava x x
Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea x x
Paddyfield Pipit Anthus rufulus x x x
Black-capped Bulbul Pycnonotus melanicterus x
Red-vented Bulbul Pycnonotus cafer x x x x x x x x x x x
Yellow-eared Bulbul Pycnonotus penicillatus x
Square-tailed Bulbul Hypsipetes ganeesa x
Orange-headed Thrush Geokichla citrina x
Indian Robin Copsychus fulicatus x x x x x x
Oriental Magpie-Robin Copsychus saularis x x x x x x
White-rumped Shama Copsychus malabaricus x
Zitting Cisticola Cisticola juncidis x
Ashy Prinia Prinia socialis x x x
Plain Prinia Prinia inornata x
Common Tailorbird Orthotomus sutorius x x
Large-billed Leaf Warbler Phylloscopus magnirostris x x
White-browed Fantail Rhipidura aureola x x
Indian Paradise Flycatcher Terpsiphone paradisi x x x x
Brown-capped Babbler Pellorneum fuscocapillus x
Yellow-billed Babbler Turdoides affinis x x x x x
Southern Hill Myna Gracula indica x
Common Myna Acridotheres tristis x x x x x x x x x
Black-hooded Oriole Oriolus xanthornus x x x
White-bellied Drongo Dicrurus caerulescens x x
House Crow Corvus splendens x x x x x
Indian Jungle Crow Corvus culminatus x x x x x x
Brown-breasted Flycatcher Muscicapa muttui x x x
Tickell's Blue Flycatcher Cyornis tickelliae x x
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Dull-blue Flycatcher Eumyias sordidus x x
Grey-headed Canary-flycatcher Culicicapa ceylonensis x
Cinereous Tit Parus cinereus x x
Pale-billed Flowerpecker Dicaeum erythrorhynchos x x
Purple-rumped Sunbird Leptocoma zeylonica x x x x
Purple Sunbird Cinnyris asiaticus x
Loten's Sunbird Cinnyris lotenius x x
Oriental White-eye Zosterops palpebrosus x
Sri Lanka White-eye Zosterops ceylonensis x x
Baya Weaver Ploceus philippinus x
House Sparrow Passer domesticus x x
Scaly-breasted Munia Lonchura punctulata x
Black-throated Munia Lonchura kelaarti x
Black-headed Munia Lonchura malacca x
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6th 7th 8th 9th 10th 11th 12th 13th 14th 15th 16th
Grey Slender Loris Loris lydekkerianus 3
Red Slender Loris Loris tardigradus 3
Toque Macaque Macaca sinica 20 15 30 20+ 15 10 8
Tufted Grey Langur Semnopithecus priam 6 15 30 50 40 20 6
Purple-faced Langur Trachypithecus vetulus 3 15 8 1
Indian Hare Lepus nigricollis 9 4 1 6 3 5
Indian Crested Porcupine Hystrix indica 1 1
Lesser Bandicoot Rat Bandicota bengalensis 1
House Rat Rattus rattus 4
Indian Gerbil Tatera indica 15 2 2 1
Indian Giant Squirel Ptaurista philippensis 3 2
Common Palm Squirrel Funambulus palmarum 2 5 2 3 2 2 1 5
Grizzled Giant Squirrel Ratufa macroura 1 2 2
Jungle Cat Felis chaus 1 3
Leopard Panthera pardus 1
Rusty-spotted Cat Prionailurus rubiginosus 1
Fishing Cat Prionailurus viverrinus 2
Indian Grey Mongoose Herpestes edwardsii 3
Indian Brown Mongoose Herpestes fuscus 1
Ruddy Mongoose Herpestes smithii 2 3 3 5
Stripe-necked Mongoose Herpestes vitticollis 2
Common Palm Civet Paradoxurus hermaphroditus 1 2 1 1 3
Golden Palm Civet Paradoxurus zeylonensis 1 1
Small Indian Civet Viverricula indica 3 4 1 4 2
Golden Jackal Canis aureus 3 5 2 1 4
Cantor's Roundleaf Bat Hipposideros galeritus 2
Schneider's Leaf-nosed Bat Hipposideros speoris 3
Lesser false vampire bat Megaderma spasma 3
Rufous horseshoe bat Rhinolophus rouxii 2
Indian Flying Fox Pteropus giganteus 1 5000+ 1 1
Asian Elephant Elephas maximus 20 9 3 2 40+
Wild Boar Sus scrofa 1 4 2
Yellow-striped Chevrotain Moschiola kathygre 1
White-spotted Chevrotain Moschiola meminna 2 2 2 1 2 3
Chital Axis axis 2 100+ 150+ 7 12
Asian Buffalo Bubalus arnee 5

Mammal list

Domestic (Feral) Water Buffalo Bubalus bubalis 50+ 60+ 10 15 60+
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