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Introduction

After afour-yearabsence, WildWings returned ®ri Lankavhich ishome to someantastic
wildlife, as well as being aewy friendly and beautiful countyyvith great food and culture.

Wildlife highlightsof our tour included prolonged views ofishingand JungleCas, both
Lories the three endemic mammals andmazingencounters wih Leopard and Sloth Bear.
We sawa total of 36 mammal species andver 140birds with a good selection of the Sri
Lankan endenais

The bod was excellenthroughoutaswasthe great network of hotelsve stayed in As with
most countries Sri Lanka &till recoveringafter covid andampantinflation but to their credit
they have done a great job with nothing too much trouble.

| would like to thankhe group for their company throughout the trifoecial hanksalsoto
Mukesh Hirdaramani for his guiding and knowledge of Sri Lankan history and aultlite
Fiong Katieand Sheila for the photos used in this report

Nigel Goodgame
March 2023
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Daily Diary
4-5 March

The teammet at the airport after thedirect flight with Sri LankaAirways fromHeathrow
Airport. After a quick introductiorwe boarded the minibugor the 2.5-hour drive to our
hotel at Kanneliya where avwere greeted with oufirst mammal a vay confiding Ruddy
Mongoose.

We were able to check in early atiten had a walk around the hotel gardefisding our first
endemic mammalthe PurplefacedLangur

After dinner, we madethe short drive to KanneliyRainforest, spotlighting for Red Slender
Loris.We exploredon foot andthis gave s a greaintroductionto the mammals of Sri Lanka.
It did not take long to find the endemic Golden Palm Civet, and not long afterywaedsad
very good views of Red Slender Lonsaning we had seerllahree endemic mammals on
the first dayof our trip!!

On the way backo the hotel Shelia found a few Blue Forest Scorpions using an ultraviolet
touch.

RedSender Loris  Phot&atie Waldron
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6 March

The day began with a leisurely breakfast with Pufpleed Langurs and Common Palm
Squirrel from the breakfast table.

After breakfastwe drove back to Kanneliya Rainforegtere ourmain goal waso visit a bat
caveto see the{ OK Yy S A R-BoNdd Bachlody, afsofinding a very confiding Sri Lankan
Green Pit Vipeon the way there

Sri LankarreenPit Viper  Photo: Sheil&/right

After severalvery enjoyable hours in the forest, we headed back to the minibus and drove to
our next locationKataragamavia the Galle Fort for a quick history tour around this ancient
city and the world famous (for some) cricket ground!

We arrived at our hotel latén the afternoon and after dinnerset off on our second

spotlighting session.Thisstarted at 21.30 and we found good number ofndian Hares,
however the main lghlight was somgreat views of Jungle CatOn the bird front Indian

Nightjar, Great Stoneurlew and Collad Scops Owkere all seen and evarrived back at out
hotel at 03.00anxX @
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7 March

A 05.30am start found us on our way to Lunugamvehe¥ational Parkready forwhen it
opered at 6.00am forwhat would be the firsof many jeep safarisThe firstmammak we
encounteredwere ToqueMacaque and Tufted Grey Languaed there were alsayood
numbersof Chitalwhich posed nicelyfor photos Asian Elephant, Wild Boar, Asian Buffalo
andanarray of birds includingeveralSri Lankan endemiegere also seen

We left the park at 11.30arand headed back to our hotskeeingSambar Deer. After lunch
we took a wellearned rest andhen after dinner,set off onour next spotlighting session.

Our target mammal waBishing Cat but it was obvious thhis would prove difficultasthe
rice fieldshad not yet been cut due to a late rainy seasobBespite thiswe did see Golden
Jackal, Jungle Cat, Asian Elephant, Indian Gerbil and SmallaBt/edfer 5.5 hours
spotlighting,we called it a nighaind headed back to the hotel

8 March

After amorning relaxing around the hotel and gardeng took an afternoon game drive in
Lunugarmveher&lational Park Along the roagdwe hadsomeexcellent elephant encounters
with theseacting asvery effectiveroadblocks!

Mukeshalsosaw Stripenecked Mongooswhich, unfortunatelywe were unable to relocate.
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We headed back to hotel for dinner and afterwards another spotlighting sesHiarasvery
productivewith somegoodlooks ata Jungle Catas well asnany of the species we had seen
previously

9 March

An early morning start for our last jeep drive in LungamvehexoNal Park which is always
apleasure to visiespecially as there aneery fewother tourists.

We hadgreat views of Brown Fish Qwlong with numerousther birds but no new mammals
were recorded

Weleft around 11.30anwentback to the hotel for lunch anithen departed forNuwara Eliya

which was4-hour drive After checling in,a few of usmadethe short drive into town tca

Wy Af SR 2y a Oigsépecies iBomparafivehdifficultd sdedn UK swasl Wi A O] Q
for mostof the group We located theats very quickly and satisfied with our viewsent

backto the hotel for dinner and an early nigkt

10 March

After breakfastwe enjoyed arelaxing walk around the Hakgala Botanical Gardens. This is the
0Sald LX I OS G2 &8s 2 i K$§ 2Hckd\ LAngdhdf BuftedIGreysLangur
with both proving vey reliable.

This site is also ayreat birding location especiallyfor endemic species, and those seen

included Dulkblue Flycatcher, Yellowared Bulbul, & Lanka Scimitar BabblerSi Lanka
White-eye andSi LankaSwallow

After a very pleasant couple of hours, we went back to the minibus and heaedKandy.
Arrivingat our hotel, we were greeted by the staff with a nexddof flowers. We checked in
to our rooms and speran hourexploringthe hotel gardens lookinfpr birds and Indian Giant
Flying Squirreds this waghe best locatioron our itineraryfor this species Pleasinglyit did
not disappointand gavesxcellentviews.

Since we had not sedfishing Cat, we decided to tpather location that we had novisited
before. Mukesh had not seen it thereither but despite thiswe decided to give it a go and
a few of us took the plunge argkt off inthe minibus to try along the river. We ped the
minibus and started to scan for eyeshine along the riverbank.

After a few minutes we saw sathing but needed the scope to identify itAfter what
seemedlike ages the eyeshine taned out be a Fishing Cafat last!! Unfortunately, itsoon
disappeared so wemoved further down the river and after a few frustrating minutes of
clamberingover rockswe relocatedit.
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Much to our relief it was lying very close to the rivabout 75 metes avay and we hagood
views for 20 minute®r so as ityawred, lay down sat up and justgenerallytook it easy. It
then movedout of sightso highly satisfiewvith our views we headed back to our hotel.

11 March

After a leisurely breakfast, we drove Rigiriya arriing at our hotel at lunchtime. We had a
relaxed afternoon befor@ long spotlighting session from 2D until 03.0@m the following
morning.

This was highly successful and tlesymammal species included Northern Palm Civet, White
spotted Chevrotain and Sri Lankan Spiny Mouse.

Jungle Cat  Photo: Shallaight
12 March

After a wellearned morning rest, we had lunch and then took a jeep sataturulu Eco Park
to searchfor elephants. It did not take long to find a small family group and we had very close
views of theseamazinganimals

Satisfied with oulooks,we decided tovisit somenearbywater tanksto see what was on
offer, however, ve soon had to move away fmothe first of these as there was aBlephant
which was getting a little too close
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